Lead and immunity: II. Suppression of humoral immune response to Hymenolepis nana in mice.
Serum protein changes in mice treated for varying durations with lead nitrate and subsequently infected with 1000 H. nana eggs were compared with their counterpart controls, only treated and only infected groups. Decreased values of beta and gamma globulins in all the experimental groups along with higher worm recoveries indicate suppression of humoral immune response by lead in association with higher worm recoveries indicate suppression of humoral immune response by lead in association with the cellular components since these globulins are known to contain antibodies. Lead treatment for a duration of 45 days proved to be most effective in suppressing the immune response.